
Wo Vld YO u. 
C\ionts> 









ISBN 978-81-909760-5-3 


Wondrous Glories 
of Vraja 

From Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 

of Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakura 


By 

Dr. Sahadeva dasa 


B.com., CA., ICWA., PhD 
Chartered Accountant 



Soul Science University Press 
www.vedictexts.com 


I 




Readers interested in the subject matter of this book are invited to 
correspond with the publisher at: 
SoulScienceUniversity@gmail.com 


+919849095990 


First Edition: December 2010 


Soul Science University Press expresses its gratitude to the 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International (BBT), 
for the use of quotes by His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada. Copyright - Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
International (BBT) 


Price Rs. 607- 


Soul Science University Press 
All rights reserved 

Published by : Dr. Sahadeva dasa 

for Soul Science University Press 
Website by : E. Kamika Yashwant (Ens.org.in) 

Printed by : Rainbow Print Pack 

Hyderabad 


To order a copy write to chadra@rgbooks.co.in or buy 
online: www.rgbooks.co.in 


ii 


... 


His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 



“If one takes shelter of Vrndavana under Vrndavanesvari, Srlmatl 
Radharam, certainly all the problems of his life are solved very 
easily.” 

~Srila Prabhupada (Srimad Bhagavatam 4.8.24p) 





There’s more to this world than meets the eye. This would 
certainly be true for a holy place called Mathura-mandala or Vraja, 
situated 90 miles east of Indian capital New Delhi. This is the place 
where Lord Krsna appeared 5000 years ago and performed His 
uncommon pastimes. This place holds special importance to the 
followers of Vedic religion and millions flock to this region every 
year. 

India’s spiritual culture degraded under foreign subjugation and 
also in post-independence era due to the government’s apathy. This 
neglect was visible in India’s temples and holy places. Once vibrant 
and flourishing, these places became dilapidated and dirty. After 
India’s indepence, the government declared the factories and malls 
to be India’s new temples and synagogues. Western materialism 
replaced the age old traditional values. 

This state of affairs is evident as one lands in this north Indian 
district. One is greeted by potholed streets, meandering pigs and 
overflowing drains. But beneath this chaos, under this filthy covering 
lies the true spiritual form of this transcendental abode. This can 
be attested by any one who visits this place. There is something 
here which captures the heart and mind of the visitor and invokes 
some inexplicable feelings. This explains why it is on international 
tourism radar even though there is nothing spectacular here, in an 
external, superficial sense. 
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Vedic scriptures tell us that true form of such holy places where 
the Supreme Lord appears can only be seen by self-realized souls. 
Until we come to that platform, we can take the clue from such 
great souls. This book is an endeavour in this direction and it 
presents excerpts of a dialogue which took place 500 years ago 
between some great devotees namely, Srila Raghava goswami, Srila 
Srinivas Acharya and Srila Narottama dasa Thakura. This dialogue 
appears in the 5 th wave of the famous book, Bhakti-ratnakara, 
authored by Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakura. This important 
book is an encyclopedia of vaisnava lore in post-Chaitanya period. 

Finally we can say that no other culture or religion can claim a 
holy land as all-encompassing and intricate as Vraja, the land of 
Krsna. Hundred and fifty years ago, Mathura’s British magistrate- 
collector, F.S. Growse, a staunch Catholic, noted, “Almost every 
spot is traditionally connected with some event in the life of Krsna 
or Radha.” (Mathura: A District Memoir) 



Dr Sahadeva dasa 

1st January 2011 
Secunderabad, India 




Bhakti-ratnakara means jewel mine or jewel producing ocean of 
devotion. It was written in the late eighteenth century by Narahari 
Chakravarti Thakura, who was also known as Ghanashyam Das. 
He was the son of Vishvanath Chakravarti Thakur's disciple, 
Jagannath Chakravarti. He was a noted cook at the Govindadeva 
temple in Vrindavan, where he studied. Narahari gradually became 
one of the most prolific Gaudiya writers of the period. Bhakti- 
ratnakara remains his preeminent work, containing fifteen long 
chapters and 15,019 verses. His other works include Narottam- 
vilas, a book on life and teachings of Srila Narottama dasa Thakura. 

Historical accounts of Lord Chaitanya and His associates are found 
in biographical works such as Chaitanya Bhagavata of Vrindavan 
Dasa Thakura, Chaitanya Charitamrta of Krsna dasa Kaviraja 
Goswami and Chaitanya Mangala of Lochana dasa Thakura. But 
these works do not cover many other important personalities of 
the era like Lokanatha Goswami, Gopala Bhatta Goswami or 
Prabodhananda SarasvatT. This is where Sri Bhakti-ratnakara steps 
in. Also the above books definitely do not describe how the flow of 
pure devotional service as propounded by Sri Rupa was maintained 
in post-Chaitanya period. 

Three stalwart personalities, Srinivas Acharya, Narottama dasa 
Thakura and Srila Shyamananda Pandita appeared on the horizon 
of Gaudiya Vaisnavism to drive away the darkness that followed 
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the disappearance of Lord Chaitanya and His associates. These great 
acharyas carried on the legacy of the sankirtan movement and took 
it to the next level. Bhakti-ratnakara is perhaps the most prominent 
and widely read work on the lives of these great personalities. 

As far as the bona fides of Bhakti-ratnakara are concerned, Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur commissioned the Gaudiya Math 
edition, which means that in general he accepted the book, and he 
conceded that in terms of topography (in relation to Vrindavan 
and Navadvipa) and in terms of siddhanta it had much to offer. 
Moreover, his father and spiritual mentor, Bhaktivinode Thakur, 
heavily relied on Bhakti-ratnakara in order to restore the important 
places of Lord Chaitanya's pastimes. Srila Prabhupada, too, quotes 
Bhakti-ratnakara in dozens of places in his translations and purports. 

As far as mainstream academic world is concerned, Bhakti- 
ratnakara is accepted by the scholars in general also. D.C. Sen 
recommends this book as the most important history book of the 
period. B.B. Majumdar, one of this century's foremost authorities 
on the Gaudiya vaisnavism, concurs: 

Narahari Chakravarti was a diligent historian, a fine biographer, 
an expert in prosody, a painstaking geographer of the areas 
surrounding Mathura and Nabadwip....Narahari Chakravarti 
collected the data about the life of Shrinivas Acharya and Narottam 
Thakur from written records and oral traditions more than a 
century after the demise of these persons. 

Finally we can say that Bhakti-ratnakara is revered as an 
authorized Vaishnava text describing the lives of the great Vaishnava 
saints and important holy places. 

The present book contains excerpts from the 5th wave of Sri 
Bhakti-ratnakara, covering verses from no. 40 to 122. We have 
included the verses in original Bengali script to make the edition 
more complete and to augment the authenticity of the message. 
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bhaktiratnakara grantha parama surasa 
asvadaha nirantara na karaha alasa 

Bhakti-ratnakara is a storehouse of nectar. Give up lethargy 
and relish this nectar constantly, twenty-four hours daily. 


maha maha pasandlre kaila bhakti dana 
e saba prasahga asvadaye bhagyavana 

The book Bhakti-ratnakara is full of wonderful narrations 
and it has converted staunch atheists into great devotees. 
These narrations are relished only by the fortunate souls. 


narahari kahe - ei krpa kara more 
nirantara dubi yena bhaktiratnakare 

Narahari begs for mercy to remain forever drowned in the 
ocean of pure devotion. 


~ The Author of Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 
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Wondrous Glories of 
Vraja or Mathura-mandala 




^K?I ■'tf^ 1STC7T 11 

mathura-mandala ei vimsati yojana 
ghiicaye pataka saba yatha tatha snane 

Mathura-mandala is spread over an area of 20 yojanas (160miles). 
One who takes his bath anywhere in this area is freed from all his 


sms. 



•s° 'srsr i 


*TS \53f iTgS 7Ff*tt^S 11 


tathahi adi-varahe 

vimsatir yojananam tu mathuram mama mandalam 
yatra tatra narah snato mucyate sarva-patakaih 

In the Adi-varaha Purana it is said: 

My abode, Mathura-mandala covers an area of 20 yojanas (or 
160 miles). A person becomes free from all sins simply by taking a 
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bath anywhere in this area. 


wstsre <#» #n:*f wr 11 
’flu 'on i 

C<IC^ OT^Tef^t TjU 3>U 11 

tuc^. \s'<i'2<3iw *n 1%f^3<s. i 
fiVJZ CtfR’ 'Cuts ■spt ^P >! fs 11 
^‘i-^s? 'srfrwtwfre ^u i 
^ ’ft’t-wr 11 

yaiche suryodaye andhakara dura kart 
yaiche bhayete parvata kanpe dare 
garude dekhiya yaiche sarpa pay a bhaya 
yaiche megha ghata vayu sparse dura hay a 
yaiche tattvajnane duhkha na rahe kincit 
simhe dekhi’ yaiche mrga hay eta kampita 
trna-punja agni samyogete hay a yaiche 
mathura-darsane sarva papa-dhvamsa taiche 

As darkness is destroyed by the rising of the sun, as mountains 
tremble in fear of Indra’s thunderbolt, as snakes dread the sight of 
Garuda, as clouds are dispersed by high wind, as lamentations and 
sorrows disappear with the dawn of knowledge, as wild animals 
are frightened in presence of a lion and as heaps of straw are burned 
to ashes by fire, similarly all the sinful reactions of a living entity 
are destroyed by the sight of Mathura. 


v5«frft ^tfrlWlCA— 

wn uut i 

wsfe u«n u’ft csrai utwsi ^ 11 
’js’ix fSres ^ u«n spits i 
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tathahi adi-varahe: 

suryodaye tamo nasyeta 
yatha vajra-bhayan nagah 
tarksyat drstva yatha sarpa 
megha vata-hata iva 

tattva-jnanad yatha duhkham 
simharh drstva yatha mrgah 
tathapapani nasyanti 
mathura-darsanat ksanat 

Adi-varaha Purana confirms this statement about Mathura: 

As darkness is vanquished by the sun rise, as elephants fear the 
goad, as snakes are afraid of Garuda, as clouds are scattered by the 
wind, as unhappiness is destroyed by knowledge, and as deer tremble 
in front of a lion, so are the sinful reactions destroyed by the sight 
of Mathura. 


wr*T«n *TR3i ’fi'smc'Q 

■qsft 'srsiijRi I 

vssrt 3151% 11 

any ad yatha padmepatala khande hara-gauri-samvade 

yatha trna-samuham tujalayanti sphulingikah 
tatha mahanti papani dahati mathura-purl 

In the Patala-khanda of Padma Purana, in a conversation between 
Siva and Parvati, the same is confirmed: 

As sparks set grass on fire, so does Mathura-purl destroys even 
the most grievous sins of living beings. 



9 tUf fsR^i | | 
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vimsatiyojana ei mathura-mandale 
padepade asvamedha-yajna-punya mile 

Each and every step taken within the 20 yajanas of Mathura gives 
the same pious result as that of performing an asvamedha fire 
sacrifice. 





tatha hi adi-varahe 

vimsatir yojananam tu 
mathuram mama mandalam 
padepade ‘svamedhiyam 
punyam natra vicaranam 


Adi-varaha Purana states: 

My abode, the district of Mathura is 20 yojanas (160 miles) in 
size. With every step there one attains the piety of performing an 
asvamedha fire-sacrifice. Of this there is no doubt. 


C¥ *TI*f ¥«plt 11 

jnane va ajnanete ye papa uparjaya 
anyatra krta se papa mathura nasaya 

Knowingly or unknowingly, at different times and places, we 
commit sinful activities. Reactions of all these sinful activities are 
destroyed in Mathura. 
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w ft fvs°\ *rt*R ft^*ij% i 


tatha hi adi-varahe 

any air a hi krtam papam 
mathurayam vinasyati 
jnanato ‘jnanato ‘vapi 
yat papam samuparjitam 


As stated in Adi-varaha Purana: 

Whatever sinful reactions one may have accrued in the past, 
knowingly or unknowingly, anywhere in this world, are all 
destroyed in Mathura 


<JW3tffiu5 spp ft^Tft?*t I 
wptffl SPFft*! 11 

bahu-janmarjita papa mathura vinase 
mathura mahima sarva-purane prakase 

Sinful activities, accumulated over many life-times, are destroyed 
by the power of Mathura. Glories of this holy place is described in 
all the puranas. 


■'TO -rffSfeTCre— 

padme patala-khande 

bahu-janmani papani sancitani nivartante 
mathura-prabhavam papam nasyati ksana-matratah 
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According to Patala-khanda of Padma Purana, accumulated stocks 
of sinful activities from many, many births are vanquished in a 
moment by the influence of Mathura. 


'Sroer *tt*t i 

*rrc3J 11 

mathuraya kaile papa mathura nasaye 
sthiti haile dharma-artha-kama-moksa paye 

Sins committed in Mathura are destroyed in Mathura itself. By 
residing in Mathura, a person achieves all necessities of human life 
namely, religiosity, economic development, sense gratification and 
liberation. 


*fi*f" i 

eiosadS 11 

tatha hi vayu purane - 

mathurayam krtarh papath mathurayam vinasyati 
dharmartha-kama-moksakhyam sthitva tatra labhen-narah 

According to the Vayu Purana: Any sin committed in Mathura is 
destroyed in Mathura itself. By living in Mathura one can also attain 
the four material perfections of human life namely, religiosity, 
economic development, sense gratification and salvation. 


^tp. ai<raj. *n.*t ^t*f i 

ct *11*1 far *i*t 11 

anyatra prarabdha papa bhunje dasa varsa 
mathurate se papa bhunjaye dina dasa 
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Sins for which one has to suffer for 10 years elsewhere, are 
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vanquished within 10 days in Mathura. 


vs«rtf| 

vsH^Prf^ snsp T*t%f?biS 11 

tathahi padmepatala khande 

anyatra dasabhir varsaih 
prarabdham bhujyate tuyat 
kilbisam tan maha-devi 
mathure dasabhir dinaih 

The Patala-khanda of Padma Purana says: O goddess, sins that 
fester for 10 years in other places are destroyed in Mathura in 10 
days. 


v^3.^5RJ3! Rt 11 

sarva tirtha adhika sri mathura niscaya 
krsna priya sthana anyatra na haya 

Mathura is the best of all sacred places. There is no place in three 
worlds which is as dear to Krsna. 



R fatJC® 5 RraSteF R ■5THWI 

7R3 ft fsRK 'SR 11 'bo 


tatha hi adi-varahe 

na vidyate ca patale 
nantankse na manuse 
samam tu mathuraya hi 
priyam mama vasundhare 
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In the Adi-varaha Purana it is said: 

O goddess Earth, neither in hell, heaven, nor in the world of 
humans, is there any sacred place equal to Mathura. This is my 
dearmost abode. 


<7f ^ fera 11 

bharata varsete phala mile bahu dine 
se phala milaye ei mathura-smarane 

The result obtained by many years of spiritual endeavor in India 
is obtained simply by remembering Mathura. 


^ ^ w: ^si<r 11 

tatha hi skande mathura-khande narada vakyam 

trimsad-varsa-sahasrani 
trimsad-varsa-satani ca 
yat phalam bharate varse 
tat phalam mathuram smaran 

Sri Narada says in Mathura-khanda of skanda Purana: 

The pious result attained by three thousand years or thirty 
thousand years of endeavor in the holy land of India is attained by 
simply remembering Mathura once. 


(71 ^ C^’ 'SI^l C#TF5 (TPfl 'STS 1 
(7t ’STtSfCS ’fln 11 

ye na dekhi mathura dekhite yeba cay a 
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yatha tatha maile se mathurejanma pay a 

A person who yearns to see Mathura and he is unable to do so 
for some reason and dies without fulfilling this desire, he will be 
born in Mathura in next life. 


m 11 

tathahi padme patala-khande 

na drsta mathura yena 
didrksa yasyajayate 
yatra tatra mrtasyapi 
mathurejanma jay ate 

In Patala-khanda of Padma Purana it is stated: 

If someone cherishes the hope of visiting Mathura but never gets 
the opportunity to do so and dies with this unfulfilled hope, he will 
surely attain a birth in Mathura in next life. 


sfttf ^vs ti^iji snfl^ni 

sarva-srestha sri mathura bahu tlrthasraya 
mathurate tlrthayata sahkhyd nahi hay a 

Sri Mathura is the best of all places in this universe and it is the 
shelter of countless holy places. No one can count the number of 
holy places situated within Mathura. 
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#tsfav 9 JJt 5 WtlWt 11 

tathahi adi-varahe 

sasti-koti-sahasrani 
sasti-koti-satani ca 
tirtha-sanhhya tu vasudhe 
mathurayam mayodita 


In the Adi-varaha Purana it is said: O Earth-goddess, I have 
indicated 60 thousand millions and 60 hundred million sacred places 
that reside in Mathura-mandala. 


<F5r?JK 

$NP om°s *rc*ut Jr 11 


tathahi skande Mathura-hhande 

rajasarh ganana bhume 
kalenapi bhaven nrpa 
mathure yani tlrthani 
tesam sankhya na vidyate 

In the Mathura-khanda of Skanda Purana it is stated: 

O King, in the course of time it may be possible to count the 
particles of dust on the earth, but it will not be possible to count 
the number of holy places in Mathura. 


3«j?n i 

mathura nivasa sarva sastre upadese 
sarva-siddhi haya ei mathura-nivase 
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All scriptures instruct us to reside in Mathura. One attains all 
perfections in life simply by residing in Mathura. 


^ C®t fa 5 C5t I 

as enbiFs wws 11 

kuru bhoh kuru bho vasam 
mathunyam purlm prati 
yatra gopyas ca govindas 
trailokyasya prakasakah 

In the Padma Purana, Patala-khanda, it is said: 

O friends, do live in Mathura Puri, do reside in Mathura Puri ! 
This is the eternal abode of Govinda, the creator of three worlds, 
and His beloved cowherd girls. 


ca ca i 

W atais <rca 


re re samsara-magnadhya 
siksam ekam tu me smu 
yadlcchasi sukham sandram 
vasam kuru madhoh pure 


O friends, plunged in this fearful ocean of birth and death, please 
listen to this one advice: if you desire intense transcendental bliss, 
then please reside in Mathura. 


ca a«jat \s]W asta ^1 'Jwmos i 
ca ^ *naa a^a ararc\s 11 

ye mathura tyaji’ bare sprha anyatrete 
se ati pamara mugdha prabhura may ate 
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One who gives up Mathura and becomes attached to another place, 
is a most abominable person and certainly deluded by the illusory 
potency of the Supreme Lord. 


■sjcct wifcool sra 'snrrat 11 


ata eva di-varahe 

mathuram ca parityajya 
yo ‘nyatra kurute ratim 
mudho bhramati samsare 
mohito mama may ay a 

Another quote from Adi-varaha Purana says: 

One who leaves Mathura and finds happiness in some other place 
is a great fool. He is bewildered by My illusory potency and 
continuously wanders in the cycle of repeated birth and death. 


11 

tathahi skande Mathura-khande 

mathuram api samprapya 
yo ‘nyatra kurute sprham 
durbuddhes tasya kimjnanam 
ajnanena vimohitah 

A similar verse is quoted from Skanda Purana: 

He who, although having attained Mathura, desires to go 
somewhere else, is a crook with a polluted intelligence. What 
knowledge can he possibly have since he is bewildered by ignorance. 
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m s# ^ ^ i 

^—1^5 "truare11 

yarn kona gati nai sarva prakarete 
mathura tahara gati - vidita sastrete 


One who is completely forsaken and forlorn in this world, Mathura 
is his only shelter. This is emphatically declared in all the scriptures. 



■sm 9m *#wt wi i 

cwts 11 


tathahi adi-varahe 


matra pitra parity akta 
ye tyakta nija-bandhubhih 
yesarh kvapi gatir nasti 
tesam madhu-puri gatih 


In the Adi-varaha Purana it is said: 

For them who have been abandoned by family, friends and 
relatives, and who have no other shelter and nowhere to go, Mathura 
is their only shelter and refuge. 


*i?Rt 11 

sarat sarataram sthanam 
guhyanarh guhyam uttamam 
gatim anvesamananam 
mathure parama gatih 


Mathura is the ultimate, confidential abode which lies beyond 
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this material world. It contains the essence of all holy places and it 
is the supreme destination for the transcendentalists who are 
searching for the Absolute Truth, the goal of life. 


mathurate svayam krsna sthiti nirantara 
sarva-srestha ksetra vistarita manohara 

Lord Krsna eternally stays in Mathura in person. It is the best of 
all holy places in the three worlds and is imbued with great 
transcendental beauty. 


sispmrR *br c*a* '5zrc/?rm n ft t^rire i 


tathahi adi-varahe 

mathurayam par am ksetrarh 
trailokye na hi vidyate 
yasmad vasamy aham devi 
mathurayam tu sarvada 

In the Adi-varaha Purana it is said: 

O goddess, there is no place in the three worlds which can match 
the super-excellence of Mathura. Therefore I eternally reside there. 
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wnfl IffsrciRHtfs — 

^ ftwrt 11 
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tat tata gaccha bhadram te 
yamunayas tatarh suci 
puny am madhuvanam yatra 
sannidhyam nityada hareh 

In the fourth chapter of Srimad Bhagavatam (4/8/42) it is stated: 

My dear boy, I therefore wish all good fortune for you. You should 
go to the bank of the Yamuna, where there is a virtuous forest 
named Madhuvana, and there be purified. Just by going there, one 
draws nearer to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who always 
lives there. 


W s sms srqflaR wra i 

fa 11 

tathahi visnu-purane 

hatva ca lavanam rakso- 
madhu-putram maha-balam 
satrughno mathuram nama 
purlrh tatra cakara vai 


Visnu Purana says: 

A verse in Visnu Purana says: Satrughna founded the city of 
Mathura after killing the powerful demon Lavana, the son of demon 
Madhu. 





sri krsna krpate mathurate rati haya 
punya-dana tapadite alabhya niscaya 


Only by the causeless mercy of Krsna one can develop the 
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attraction for His abode Mathura. This attraction can not be achieved 
on the strength of pious work, charities or austerities etc. 

^ I 

*1 «T«J\ w> 11 


adi-varahe 

na tat-punyair na tad-danair 
na tapobhir na taj-japaih 
na lobby am vividhair yajnair 
lobby te mad-anugrahat 

A verse in the Adi Purana says: 

Not by pious activities, not by giving charities, not by austere 
practices, not by chanting vedic mantras and neither by performing 
fire sacrifices is Mathura attained. It is attained only by My causeless 
mercy. 


^BTt '©It '©fajt's I 

fart f^sprtw *F*t*rt3R si fa&fa 11 

sri-visnu krpaya nunath 
tatra vaso bhavisyati 
vina krsna prasadena 
ksana matram na tisthati 

By the grace of Sri Visnu one obtains residence in Mathura. 
Without His mercy one cannot stay even for a moment there. 


issnft; *ffcit — 

C*J?t° fast (7F^ I 

C©^TC?R ft SHJRR '»C<litl'aS 11 
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tathahi padme uttara-khande 

harau yesam sthira bhaktir 
bhuyasi yesu tat-krpa 
tesam eva hi dhanyanam 
mathurayam bhaved ratih 

In the Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda, it is said: 

Fortunate are the souls who are firmly situated in rendering loving 
service to Krsna and who have attained His great mercy. Only such 
blessed souls are inclined to live in Mathura. 


'5FJJ5ft 11 

mathura labhya bhagavad-dhyanadite hay a 
anyatha aprapya madhupun suniscaya 

One whose mind is constantly absorbed in Krsna in pure love, 
only such a person can attain the shelter of madhupurl. 


^swtasrm i 

ii Fffleft wi'^sRTwravi 11 

tathahi padme nirvana-khande 

yada visuddhas tapa-adinajanah 
subhasraya dhyana-dhana nirantaram 
tadaivapasyanti mamottamarh purirh 
na canyatha kalpa-satair dvijottama 


In the Nirvana -khanda of Padma Purana it is said: 
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O best of the brahmanas, living entities who are purified by 
austerity and other spiritual practices, whose hearts are filled with 
auspicious things and who are fixed in constant meditation on Me, 
only they are able to see my supreme abode known as Mathura. 
Others cannot see it in millions of kalpas. (A kalpa is a day of 
Brahma, consisting of a thousand cycles of four yugas.) 


11 

sri mathura moksa-prada sarva prakarete 
puranadi kahe vyakta, viditajagate 

It is well known and confirmed in the Puranas, Mathura is the 
bestower of liberation in every respect. 


tit i 

Tfi srm. ?js|?mrR ^ 11 


tathahi adi-varahe 

yd gatiryoga-yuktasya 
brahmajnasya mamsinah 
sa gatis tyajatah pranan 
mathurayam narasya ca 

In the Adi-varaha Purana it is said: 

What the yogis strive for with various astanga yoga practices, 
what the jnanis are trying to achieve by realizing brahman, what 
the thoughtful philosophers acquire after years of contemplation, 
all that perfection is easily achieved by a person who leaves his 
body in Mathura. 
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tlrtlne caiva grhe vapi 
catvare pathi caiva hi 
yatra tatra mrta devi 
muktim yanti na canyatha 

O goddess, Mathura is absolute, one may die anywhere within its 
boundary, either in one’s home or at a holy place or in a courtyard 
or even on a street, he will attain liberation without any doubt. 


tn ft C=TK7^ 

toij «rjt 
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kasy-adi-puryo yd hi santi loke 
tasam tu madhye Mathuraiva dhanya 
ajanma-maunji-krta-mrtyu-dahair 
nrnam caturdha vidadhati moksam 

Among the various holy cities like Kasi, Mathura is most 
auspicious because she bestows liberation upon human beings in 
four ways: in Mathura they may attain liberation by birth, by vows 
of initiation, by death, or by cremation. 


f|vi < £lB' ! f$sff T fTt tipitt '5j\ct ft; CTI 

krmi-kita-patangadya 
mathurayam mrta hi ye 
kulat patanti ye vrksas 
te ‘pi yanti par am gatim 
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All living entities who die here in Mathura district, including 
insects, worms and moths and even trees which fall with their roots 
torn up, they all attain the supreme destination. 




^ RwO® 11 


padme patala-khande 


candala-pukkasa-strindm 
jlva-himsa-ratasya ca 
mathura-pinda-danena 
punarjanma na vidyate 


In the Padma Purana, Patala-khanda, it is said: 

If the ceremony of pinda-dana (offering homage to dead souls) is 
performed for some one in Mathura, even though he or she may be 
an outcaste, an aborigine, a lady or even a sinful murderer, such a 
person attains freedom from cycle of birth and death. 



pranalyam istake capi 
smasane vyomni mancake 
attale va mrto devi 
mathure muktim apnuyuh 


O goddess, dying anywhere in Mathura district, whether in a ditch, 
in a house, at a crematorium, in the sky, on a throne, or in a tower, 
a living entity attains liberation. 
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astlha mathura nama 
trlsu lokesu visruta 
krsna-pada-rajo-misra- 
balukaputa-vlthika 
sparsanena naras tasya 
mucyate sarva-bandhanat 

Here is glorious Mathura, famed in three worlds. Its pathways 
are purified by the dust of Krsna’s lotus feet. Merely by its touch, 
people can attain salvation from miseries and bondage of the 
material world. 


siqanrR '^rmrtfsr sppsissr i 
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tathahi mathura-khande 

mathurayam vasisyami 
yasyami mathuramham 
iti yasya bhaved buddhih 
so ‘pi bandhat pramucyate 

In the Mathura-khanda it is said: 

What to speak of going to Mathura, even mere desire or thought 
of going to Mathura or living in Mathura is sufficient to guarantee 
liberation from material world. 


JidvK.'s 11 















Wondrous Glories ofVraja 


Visnuloka-prada ei mathura-mandala 
sarva-mate nasayejivera amangala 

Mathura is a bestower of eternal residence in Visnuloka, the 
spiritual world. It destroys all the inauspiciousness and miseries in 
lives of those who seek its shelter. 


(71 CTTO Of<l<PI^U 

yepasyanty acyutam dev am 
mathure devakl-sutam 
te visnu-lokam asadya 
ksarante na kadacana 

Those who get to see the Deity of Krsna, the son of mother Devaki 
in Mathura, attain the spiritual world and never return to this 
material world. 


■« SKiST TO Trails I 

yatram karoti krsnasya 
sraddhayayah samahitah 
sarva-papair vinirmukto 
visnulokam sa gacchati 

A person who celebrates the festivals of Lord Krsna in Mathura 
with full faith and attention, becomes free from all sinful reactions 
and goes back home, back to Godhead. 


tot *MTO ^»lts I 
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tathahi padme patala khande 

striyo mlecchas ca sudras ca pasavah paksino mrgah 
mthurayam mrtaye ca teyanti paramam gatim 

Padma Purana, Patala-khanda states: 

Mathura awards salvation to all those who leave their bodies 
within its precincts whether they be women, outcastes, laborers or 
even birds and beasts. 






sarpa-dastah pasu-hatah 
pavakambu-vinasitah 
labdhapa-mrtyavo ye ca 
mathure hari-loka-gah 

Death in Mathura may be caused by a snake bite, an attack of 
wild animals, by fire or drowning in water or any other sort of 
unnatural reasons, but all such living entities dying thus are 
transferred to Vaikunthaloka, the abode of Hari. 


>Ffrfferpf ifasjnt — 1 w i 
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sarvabhlsta-prada sn mathura - sastre bay a 
yarn ye kamana tare tahal milaya 

Scriptures confirm that Mathura fulfills all the aspirations of a 
living being, whether material or spiritual. Whatever one desires 
there, he receives it accordingly without fail. 
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tathahi brahmanda-purane 

satyam satyam muni-srestha 
bruve sapatha-purvakam 
sarvabhista-pradam nanyan 
mathurayah samam kvacit 

A verse in the Brahmanda Purana says: 

It is true, absolutely true! O great sage, I vow that it can not be 
otherwise. I assure you that there is no other place in this world 
quite like Mathura. It can fulfil all desires of all living beings. 


C5£3*rrc?n vi$.icwmi #i i 
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tathahi skande mathura-khande 

ksetra-palo maha-devo 
vartateyatra sarvada 
yatra visranti-tirtham ca 
tatra kirn durlabham phalam 

In the Skanda Purana, Mathura-khanda, it is said: 

What remains difficult to be obtained in a place like Mathura 
which is protected by Lord Siva himself and where there are holy 
places like Visrama-ghata? 


csimt i 
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tri-varga-da kaminamya 
mumuksundm ca moksada 
bhaktlcchor bhaktida sa vai 
mathurdm asrayed budhah 


What wise man would not seek shelter of Mathura, which awards 
the three goals of life (religiosity, wealth and earthly pleaures) to 
materialists and which grants liberation to they who hanker after 
liberation, and which bestows devotional service to those who desire 
devotional service? 


(TP 11 


sri mathura-mandala prapancatlta hana 
ke varnite pare mathurara guna-gana 


The district of Mathura is situated beyond this material world of 
five elements though it appears to be part of it. Who can describe 
its host of virtues? 



?rt i 




tathahi adi-varahe 


anyaiva kacit sa srstir 
vidhatur vyatirekinl 
na yat ksetra-gunan vaktum 
Uvaro ‘pisvaro yatah 


The Adi-varaha Purana states: 

As even the Lord Himself cannot describe all the super-excellent 
qualities of Mathura, this place must be a special creation of Providence. 
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tan-mandalam mathuram hi 
visnu-cakropari sthitam 
padmakaram sada tatra 
vartate sasvatam nrpa 

In the Skanda Purana, Mathura-khanda, it is said: 

O King, this transcendental abode of Mathura is shaped like a 
lotus and it is situated on the chakra of Visnu and it shall never 
perish. 


ifasjfTt 3K7Ttft>5 I 
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devatraya-rupa sri mathura manohita 
mathura-sabdera artha purane vidita 

Mathura is the form of the Trinity - Brahma, Visnu and Siva. The 
Puranas describe the meaning of word Mathura. 




tathahi padme patala-khande 

ma-kare ca thu-kare ca 
ra-kare canta-samsthite 
nispanna mathurah sabda 
om-karasya tatah samah 

The Padma Purana, Patala-khanda, again states: 


26 

















Wondrous Glories ofVraja 


The name Mathura is equal to the sound of aum (omkara). As 
Mathura contains the letters Ma, u, and a, so does the word aum. 
These three syllables make up the name of Mathura. 

5IW0I TtfR 5J<mn I 

maha-rudro ma-karah syad 
thu-karo visnu-samjnakah 
ra-karo ‘ntastho brahma syat 
tri-sabdam mathuram bhavet 

The word Ma represents Maharudra Siva; thu represents Visnu; 
and ra represents Brahma. In this way the word Mathura represents 
the three deities, Brahma, Visnu, and Siva. 


n fikwsi#} f%k\s Tprt 11 

atah srestha-tamam ksetram 
Satyameva bhavaty uta 
sa tri-devamayl murtir 
mathurl tisthate sada 

This is absolutely true and there is not the least exaggeration in 
the statement that Brahma, Visnu, and Siva always reside in Mathura 
in the form of deities. 


‘SINK'S ^ I 

*TRt ^ 11 


srlmadvisnu-bhakti mathurate labhya hay a 
vividha prakare nana puranete kaya 
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All auspicious devotional service unto the Lord can easily be 
obtained in Mathura. This fact is explained in different ways in 
different Puranas. 


srf^jt side's 11 

padme uttara-khande 

anyesu punya-ksetresu 
muktir eva maha-phalam 
muktaih prarthya harer bhaktir 
mathurayam tu labhyate 

In the Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda it is said: 

In other holy places, liberation is the greatest reward one can 
achieve. But in Mathura one can gain what is prayed for by the 
liberated—devotional service to Lord Hari. 


(71 SjjFJ | 
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tri-ratram apiye tatra 
vasanti manuja mune 
harir dadyat sukham tesam 
muktanam api durlabham 

O great sage, to they who spend even three nights in Mathura, 
Lord Hari bestows on them that which even the liberated souls 
cannot attain, (ie.,precious divine love) 
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brahmanda-purane 

trailokya-varti-tlrthanam 
sevanad durlabha hi yd 
paranandamayx siddhir 
mathura-sparsa-matratah 

In the Brahmanda Purana it is said: 

The precious attainment of ecstatic love, which is rarely obtained 
by serving all the holy places in the three worlds, can easily be 
attained simply by touching the dust of Mathura. 


c*r 5 frnpMre i 
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smaranti mathuram ye ca 
mathuresam visampate 
sarva-tirtha-phalam tesam 
syac ca bhaktir harau para 

The Skanda Purana, Mathura-khanda, states: O King, those who 
constantly remember Mathura and the King of Mathura [Krsna], 
attain devotional service unto the lotus feet of Lord Hari which is 
the end result of all pilgrimages to all holy places. 


Wt spp ■‘WPFrl f^5?RI | 
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svato mathura parama-phala vitaraya 
hena mathuraya keba na hare asraya? 

This merciful abode bestows the highest benediction on the living 
entities. What person in this world would not not seek its shetler? 
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tathahi padme patala-khande 

aho madhu-purl dhanya 
vaikunthac ca garlyasl 
dinam ekarh nivasena 
harau bhaktih prajayate 

In the Padma Purana, Patala-khanda, it is said: 

Oh what a glorious place is Mathura! It is better than Vaikuntha 
in every respect. Anyone who spends even a day in Mathura will 
attain devotion to the lotus feet of Sri Hari. 


Rife 5 cwt^ 1 
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yadlcchet paramam siddhim 
samsarasya ca moksanam 
mathuram giyatam nityam 
karmana manasapi ca 

If one yearns for the supreme perfection and release from the 
cycle of birth and death, he should constantly glorify Mathura with 
his body, mind, and words. 
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OTHER BOOKS BV THE AUTHOR 


This unique book by the author 
examines the lifeline of modern living 
- petroleum. In our veins today, what 
flows is petroleum. Every aspect of our 
life, from food to transport to housing, 
its all petroleum based. Either its 
petroleum or its nothing. Our existence 
is draped in layers of petroleum. This 
book is a bible on the subject and 
covers every conceivable aspect of it, 
from its strategic importance to future 
prospects. Then the book goes on to 
delineate important strategic solutions 
to an unprecedented crisis thats coming our way. 

Pages-330, www.OilCrisisSolutions.com 

For a copy, write to: soulscienceuniversity@gmail.com 



This book by Dr Sahadeva dasa is an 
authoritative work in civilizational 
studies as it relates to our future. Dr. 
dasa studied human civilizations of last 
5000 years and the reasons these 
civilizations went into oblivion. Each of 
these civilizations collapsed due to 
presence of one or two factors like 
neglect of soil, moral degradation, 
leadership crisis etc. But in our present 
civilization, all the factors that brought 
down all the these civilizations are 
operational with many more additional 
ones. Then the book goes on to chalk out the alternative future for 
mankind. 

Pages-440, www.WorldCrisisSolutions.com 

For a copy, write to: soulscienceuniversity@gmail.com 
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cow 

means to end 
human civilization 

!• 




This landmark book on cow protection 
delineates various aspects of cow 
sciences as presented by the timeless 
voice of an old civilization, Vedas. This 
book goes on to prove that the cow will 
be the making or breaking point for 
humanity, however strange it may sound. 
Science of cow protection needs to be 
researched further and more attention 
needs to be given to this area. Most of 
the challenges staring in the face of 
mankind can be traced to our neglect in 
this area. 


Pages-136, www. co wism. com 

For a copy, write to: soulscienceuniversity@gmail.com 


This book discusses the vital role of 
cows in peace and progress of human 
society. Among other things, it also 
addresses the modern ecological 
concerns. It emphasizes the point that 
‘eCOWlogy’ is the original God made 
ecology. For all the challenges facing 
mankind today, mother cow stands out 
as the single answer. 

Living with cow is living on nature’s 
income instead of squandering her 
capital. In the universal scheme of 
creation, fate of humans has been 
attached to that cows, to an absolute and 

overwhelming degree. 

Pages-144, www.cowism.com 

For a copy, write to: soulscienceuniversity@gmail.com 
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This book deals with the internal lives 
of the cows and contains true stories 
from around the world. Cow is a very 
sober animal and does not wag its tail 
as often as a dog. This does not mean 
dog is good and cow is food. All animals 
including the dog should be shown love 
and care. But cow especially has a 
serious significance for human existence 
in this world. Talk about cows’ feelings 
is often brushed off as fluffy and 
sentimental but this book proves it 
otherwise. 

Pages 136, www.cowism.com 

For a copy, write to: soulscienceuniversity@gmail.com 


cows 
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jayati mathura-devl srestha punsit mano-rama 
parama-dayita kaimarater jam-slhiti-ranjita 
rftuiiadtmmmn imiftter bhakter dpi pratipadanat 
jagati nwhitfl tat-tfli-fendfl-feqthdsai vidurafrih 


All glories to goddess Mathura-devi, the best of holy 
cities! She enchants the mind, she is most dear to the 
enemy of Kamsa, and she is adorned with the Lord's 
birthplace. The city of Mathura is acclaimed throughout 
the world for dispelling misery and bestowing liberation 
and devotion, not to mention the various pastimes the 
Lord has played there, - Sn Br/ifld-bfidgavatdmrta 
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